Disabling the User Acceptance Control (UAC) is easy, via the control panel. But this is a geek site. We do things through the registry.

1. Run Registry Editor (RegEdit) by typing regedit at command prompt or at startmenu->run

2. Locate following registry key:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE/Software/Microsoft/Windows/CurrentVersion/Policies/System
3. Locate the following REG_DWORD value:
EnableLUA
4. Set the value of EnableLUA to 0.


Now Exit from Registry Editor and Restart the computer.




Now that you know how to disable the UAC via the registry, and you prefer to use the GUI method, here are the steps to change the settings via the control panel:

1. click on "Start"

2. click on "Control Panel"

3. click on "System and Security"

4. click on "Change User Account Control settings"

5. Adjust the UAC slider to your desired settings. By putting the slider at the bottom, you will be turning off UAC altogether. 

6. Click Ok, and follow any prompts that appear.


During the installation of Visual Studio 6 on Windows 7, it is necessary to create a zero-byte file called MSJAVA.DLL in the Windows directory. The mere presence of a file with this name will allow installation to proceed. Without it, installation dies.

I've been getting quite a few questions from folks lately, asking "Just exactly how do I create a zero-byte file?" There are several ways to do it. Read on to find out how to do it at the command prompt.

But first, why do we need to create this file?

One of the requirements of Visual Studio 6 is the installation of a "recent" version of Java, particularly of the Microsoft variety. The installation program for Visual Studio is kludged, so it simply checks for the existence of a file with the name MSJava.DLL in the C:\Windows directory.

If this file does not exist, the setup program will force you to install it. Further, it forces a reboot of the operating system in order for the changes to take effect.

Now, we don't want some moldy old Java from over a decade ago cluttering up our shiny Windows 7 machine, so to bypass this funky requirement, we will create a zero-byte file with the proper name and in the proper location by following these steps:

1. Open an elevated command prompt (run as administrator).

2. Type the following lines in the command prompt:
CD\Windows
COPY CON MSJAVA.DLL
3. After hitting enter, you'll just a blinking cursor. Just press F6 and enter, and your zero-byte file will be created. 

There, mission accomplished. You can now run setup for Visual Studio 6, and you won't be forced to install stale Java.
Note: this process can be used for any .dll that you'd like to register.
Download and Install

First things first. You need to download the zip file, extract it, then copy it to the correct location. This process assumes that you already have a copy of the file in place, which may or may not be the case.

· Download the dx7vb.dll file, if required. This download has been compressed using the ZIP file format. Extract the .dll file from the ZIP to the folder of your choice.

· Make a backup copy of the original file. You can do this by simply highlighting the file, press control-v, then control-c.

· Copy the dx7vb.dll to your system directory. On Windows 7, 8, and 10, the default is C:\Windows\System32.

· If you use a 64-bit version of Windows, you should also copy the file to C:\Windows\SysWOW64.

· Overwrite any existing files

· Reboot your computer.

Register the DLL

Now, you've got to register that dll for use. This gives Windows the information it needs to find the file, which in turn gives programs that need this file the necessary information to use it.

Open an elevated command prompt and type: regsvr32 dx7vb.dll and press Enter.
  Prerequisites:
You need to do this stuff first: 

· Turn off UAC.
· Create a zero-byte file in C:\Windows called MSJAVA.DLL. The setup process will look for this file, and if it doesn't find it, will force an installation of old, old Java, and require a reboot. By creating the zero-byte file, the installation of moldy Java is bypassed, and no reboot will be required.

· Install DirectX 7. The process and files are available here.

· Install VB6 Common Controls, available here.

  Main Installation: 

1. Insert Visual Studio 6 CD.

2. Exit from the Autorun setup.

3. Browse to the root folder of the VS6 CD.

4. Right-click SETUP.EXE, select Run As Administrator.

5. On this and other Program Compatibility Assistant warnings, click Run Program.

6. Click Next.

7. Click "I accept agreement", then Next.

8. Enter name and company information, click Next.

9. Select Custom Setup, click Next.

10. Click Continue, then Ok.

11. Setup will "think to itself" for about 2 minutes. Processing can be verified by starting Task Manager, and checking the CPU usage of ACMSETUP.EXE.

12. On the options list, select the following: 

· Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0

· ActiveX

· Data Access

· Graphics

All other options should be unchecked. Click Continue, setup will continue.

13. Finally, a successful completion dialog will appear, at which click Ok. At this point, Visual Basic 6 is installed.

14. If you do not have the MSDN CD, clear the checkbox on the next dialog, and click next. You'll be warned of the lack of MSDN, but just click Yes to accept.

15. Click Next to skip the installation of Installshield. This is a really old version you don't want anyway.

16. Click Next again to skip the installation of BackOffice, VSS, and SNA Server. Not needed!

17. On the next dialog, clear the checkbox for "Register Now", and click Finish.

  IDE Compatibility Setup
In order to prevent weird behavior of the IDE, such as sluggishness and/or lack of control placement/resizing outlines, you'll want to change these items. 

1. Using Windows Explorer, browse the location where you installed VB6. By default, the path is C:\Program Files\Microsoft Visual Studio\VB98\
2. Right click the VB6.exe program file, and select properties from the context menu.

3. Click on the Compatibility tab.

4. Place a check in each of these checkboxes: 

· Run this program in compatibility mode for Windows XP (Service Pack 3)

· Disable Visual Themes

· Disable Desktop Composition

· Disable display scaling on high DPI settings

  Service Pack 6 Installation: 

· No magic here. You can acquire SP6 here.



Even though I'm running Windows 7, I still need to fire up Visual Basic 6 every once in a while to maintain my employer's ancient apps. The steps below were put together from a few posts on different sites; mostly for Vista, but so far everything has been running smoothly on 7 for me.

1. Create a 0-byte file in the C:\Windows directory called msjava.dll.

2. Don't just install via the Autorun executable; instead browse the Visual Studio 6 CD (or folder), right-click Setup.exe and select Run As Administrator.

3. On any Program Compatibility Assistant warnings, click Run Program.

4. Step through the setup screens until you're able to choose Custom Setup, then click next.

5. On the setup options, install the following items and nothing else: 

1. Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0

2. ActiveX

3. Data Access

4. Graphics

6. Click continue and the process will start, and (hopefully) eventually complete.

7. Skip the installations of the MSDN CD, BackOffice, VSS and SNA Server, and clear the checkbox for "Register Now". Setup should be complete.

8. Download the VB6 Service Pack 6 from http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/en/confirmation.aspx?FamilyID=A8494EDB-2E89-4676-A16A-5C5477CB9713&displaylang=en and install.

9. Change the compatibility settings for Visual Basic (to get it to run a little more smoothly under Windows 7) by browsing to C:\Program Files\Microsoft Visual Studio\VB98, right-clicking the VB6.exe file, and selecting properties.

10. On the Compatibility tab, check the following: 

1. Run this program in compatibility mode for Windows XP (Service Pack 3)

2. Disable Visual Themes

3. Disable Desktop Composition

4. Disable display scaling on high DPI settings

11. When you start up the IDE, you may get a notification saying that the color scheme has been changed to Windows 7 Basic, but it will be changed back to Aero once you exit. Everything should be working fine at this point!

